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17th Street and London Avenue Canals

The levese at the 17th Street Canal was built atop soils that included a laver of soft, organic soil
called peat. At the 17th Street Canal breach, water traveling through the peat layer may hawve
waaked the leveae"s foundation, investigators say. Thea laeveas along the London Asaenuse Canal
Failed in a similar Ffashion.

L Whater seeps through soil levees under Stecl pilings prevent seepage
mormal conditions. Dwurimng the storm, as and provide support for the
water rose in the canal. concrete floodwall. But at the site

of the breach, the soeel pilings did

not penetrate throwgh the peat
layer, nwestigators say.

vwater pressurs increased,
and seepage increased.

o Peat is a weak soil.
Water seaeping into the
peat layer had an easy
path undear the leves
anmnd weakerned botih
the peat layver and the
soils abowe it.

o Water began to craeate
Ca tunnel in the soils
abowve the paeat, at the
base of the levee.
The bhase weakarneaod
and washed awwany.

o The floodwall amnd
levee could Nno longear
resist the force of thhe
wwater in the canal.
Both slid 35 feet inta
the mneighborbhood, amd
water raced in.







Floodwalls not designhed
for overtopping







Incredible ‘gaps’ in the floo
protection system
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